[image: ]Site Premises Risk Assessment
Boyd Campsite & Activity Centre

	Name of Activity
	Bouldering Wall
	Date of Risk Assessment
	7.6.26
	Name of who undertook this Risk Assessment
	Graham Thorpe

	
	
	Date of Next Review
	June 2029
	
	



	Hazard Identified? / Risks from It?
	Who is at Risk?
	How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
	What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	Hazard – something that may cause harm or damage. 
Risk – the chance of it happening.

	Young people
Leaders
Visitors?
	Controls – Ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it. For example - you might use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way the activity is carried out.

	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change it…or even stop it! This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.


	Participants unfamiliar with Activity
-Risk of falling
	
	Bouldering is designed to be a self-led activity
Bouldering Wall is specifically for Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs or similar aged participants (up to 11 years old).
Leaders have discretion on whether the activity is run with participants on each wall section, or participants traversing from one side of the whole wall to the other.
Maximum of 8 participants should be on the wall at any one time (but this is subject to the age of the individuals)
Ideally spacing between participants on the wall should be 1.5m
A simple safety briefing should be given to participants stating: -How the activity is to be run (traverse entire wall or by wall sections)
-Expected behaviour whilst on the wall
-Not to hold onto the top board whilst climbing
-Climbing over the wall is strictly prohibited
-Participants are encouraged to climb down and not jump down
-Access to the rear of the Boulding Wall is strictly prohibited to participants and leaders
	

	Impact with ground upon decent
-Risk of Leg injury
	Participant, instructor

	Wood chip is in in place to give softer landing
Participants encouraged to land on their feet
	Thickness & quality of wood chip to be assessed by Site Crew on a regular basis

	Descending climber onto spectator
-Risk of general injury
	Participant, instructor
	Ensure no spectators are within 1.5m whilst the wall is in use.

	

	Falling equipment or personal belongings whilst climbing the wall 
–injury from falling items
	Participants, spectators

	Ensure all participants do not carry anything in pockets that could fall out onto waiting climbers or spectators.
No helmets required on the bouldering wall
	

	Improper usage of Bouldering Wall
-Risk of falling 
-Risk of collision injury with other users
	Participants, Instructors
	Ensure each participant is given a safety brief on the correct usage of the bouldering wall (see earlier in RA) and expected conduct required.
Participants are encouraged to climb down and not jump to prevent injury
	If poor behaviour issues are identified, the participant will be removed from the activity, and upon the discretion of the instructor may not be allowed to continue

	Exposed Toes
-Risk of toe abrasion on handholds
	Participants, Instructors
	Open toed shoes must not be worn by participants
	

	Unsuitable weather – high winds, lightning, storms, freezing temps and very hot weather.
-Injury due to collision, 
-Weather exposure
	Participants, Instructors
	If weather is too cold for hands to work correctly cease activity.
Bouldering Wall is in a shaded area but if weather is too hot, monitor dehydration, sunburn heat stroke, lack of concentration etc.
Supervising leaders should take a break every two hours when supervising the activity.
In the event of lightning / thunder, the activity should be ceased immediately and only continued 15 mins after the last occurrence of lightning / thunder.
	Use of weather apps to be used if required

	Incorrect use of Bouldering Wall (Overcrowding on wall sections)
-Risk of falling from wall
	Participants
	Bouldering Wall is specifically for Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs or similar aged participants (up to 11 years old).
Leaders have discretion on whether the activity is run with participants on each wall section, or participants traversing from one side of the full wall to the other.
Maximum of 8 participants should be on the wall at any one time (but this is subject to the age / size of the individuals)
	

	Incorrect use of Bouldering Wall climbing technique (use of top of wall)
-Risk of cuts / splinters
	Participants
	The Bouldering Wall is constructed with enough hand holds to enable participants to traverse across the wall without the need to hold onto the top plank
	

	Incorrect use of Bouldering Wall (climbing over wall)
-Risk of injury from falling

	Participants
	It is prohibited to climb over the wall for any reason.
Leaders should be vigilant to ensure participants do not climb too close to the edge of the wall and instruct participants to decent to a lower climbing level if needed
	If poor behaviour issues are identified or instructions are not followed, the participant will be removed from the activity, and upon the discretion of the instructor may not be allowed to continue

	Poor condition of wall and climb holds
-Risk of hand injury
	Participants
	Condition of wall and climb holds to be inspected on a regular basis.
Any broken holds should be reported to Site Crew and if sharp edges are evident the activity (on that section of wall if possible) should be halted.
Any damage to boards or posts should also be reported to Site Crew to assess
	

	Entry to behind wall area
-Risk of injury from exposed bolts
	Participants, Leaders
	Access to the rear of the Boulding Wall is strictly prohibited to participants and leaders
	

	

	Review: 
7.6.26 – Original Issue





[image: ]Additional information can be found in the Safety Checklist for Leaders and other information at scouts.org.uk/safety 
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